
 

Help Us Keep the Promise! 

Welcome to an important edition of the Fund Facts. This is to announce the launch of the 2020:  

un-Patio Sale Fund Drive 

As you know, because of the COVID-19 precautions and social distancing protocols, the Patio Sale has 
been cancelled this year…unprecedented in over four decades of existence! During these past few years, 
the Patio Sale has grossed an average of $45,000 annually. Yes, this is a significant loss of revenue for the 
Panorama Benevolent Fund! And the news doesn’t get much better.  

The Benevolent Fund is also losing revenue, about $10,000 a month, from the shutdown of another major 
fund raising activity— the sale of merchandise at the Stiles-Beach Barn and Encore Furniture and Books.  

But another loss is felt, too. Our dedicated Benevolent Fund volunteers normally work three days a week 
boxing up and cleaning out vacated apartments and residences. Truck drivers and heavy lifters transport 
donated furniture and boxed goods to Encore and Stiles-Beach Barn. Then many organizers sort, select, 
price and box up items to be sold. These folks have lost many of their social connections and rewards from 
joining together to work for a cause everyone believes in. 

Through all of these losses, the Benevolent Fund has continued to fulfill its mission. Because financial 
reserves have been carefully nurtured, the grant recipients have received their grants on time. The Social 
Services Advisors work every day to support and advocate for us, and the SARA alert system is there 
during this time of heightened health concern. 

You will find in this issue, personal stories from your neighbors who have been helped by the programs 
and services the Benevolent Fund provides. I hope you will enjoy these stories and be inspired to support 

the Benevolent Fund by giving whatever you are able to the un-Patio Sale Fund Drive to help rebuild 

the loss in revenue the Fund has experienced during this destabilizing time. With your help, the 
Benevolent Fund will continue to keep its promise to be a safety net for all residents.  

Thank you for supporting your Benevolent Fund. 

Phyllis Freitas, President 
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Please write the check to PBF. On the memo line, identify it as “un-Patio Sale Fund.”  

Mail your check to: Benevolent Fund, 1751 Circle Lane SE, Lacey, WA 98503. Or donate 
online at panoramabenevolent fund.org. 

https://panoramabenevolentfund.org


Keeping the Promise: Social Services 
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- A panorama resident since 2013                                                                                                         
 
I live alone and have no family to rely on when I 
might need extra help. Our Social Services  
Advisors are a great support and resource here 
at Panorama. I have sought their help many 
times for a variety of needs. 
 

When I decided to get my end of life arrange-
ments in order, I met with an advisor to point  
the way for me. I was given information, the  
necessary documents and guidance as I went 
through the process. She made it so easy for  
me. Copies of my instructions are on file with  
my advisor, which reassures me my wishes will 
be carried out.  
 
During our meetings, I learned that having a 
guardian would be important for me also. With 
her guidance, I now have a guardian to assist me 
with medical appointments and act as Power of 
Attorney and advocate.  
 

It gives me peace of mind to have these  
important pieces of my life in order! I am so 
grateful for all the help I received from “my  
personal advocate” from Social Services. 
 

I will be having a medical procedure as soon as 
the COVID-19 protections allow, and it has been 
such a worry for me trying to figure out what my 
circumstances will be following surgery. Will I go 
to the C&R? Will I be able to recuperate at 
home?  
 
Consulting with my  advisor, we discussed  
different plans depending on the outcome of the 
surgery. Knowing the options and what to expect 
has made me feel so much better about the  
surgery and recovery. 
 

I couldn’t do without our social services  
advisors! I feel like somebody is there for me.  
 
That somebody cares. 
 

Beyond the Barn by Roxanne Cobb 

The Stiles-Beach Barn (SBB) is more than a thrift shop for residents. For the larger community it is a 
place where sometimes they find necessities, treasures or memories. This is one story. 

I asked a lady buying multiple small zippered bags, what she was going to do with them. “I have a 
friend who runs a foster care program. I fill these bags with hygiene items, combs, barrettes etc. so 
she can give them to the children.” I took her hand and led her to the Annex where we had a surplus 
of small suitcases that are too big to fit overhead on airplanes. I gave her several.  She was so excited. 
“We will give these to children being taken from unsafe homes. They won’t have to put their belong-
ings in a garbage bag!” 

One of the great things about working in the Stiles-Beach Barn is the joy you bring to others. We are 
in a unique position to help our residents as well as many people in our community. 



  Keeping the Promise: Social Services (cont) 

- Rosemary Shold 
 
Knowing that the Independent Living 
Social Services plays a key role in 
helping Panorama residents to  
manage stressful and difficult  
situations, I consulted with one of 
the social workers before my  
husband, Robert R. Largen, was 
scheduled for major surgery in  
Seattle.  
 
She answered all my questions and 
gave me a lot of information on what 
to expect at the hospital. The  
Panorama social worker prepared 
me so well that when the hospital 
social worker worked with me to set 
up Bob’s recovery plan, she did not 
have to explain either the medical 
jargon or the consequences of each 
of my decisions. I was able to  
respond to her questions quickly and 
with confidence.  
 
After the consultation, the hospital 
social worker offered me a job. She 
said that she wished all of her clients 
were as prepared as I was.  
 
Upon returning home, I shared this 
experience with Panorama’s social 
worker, thanked her for all of her 
superior help, and told her that her 
job was safe, as I had declined  
respectfully the hospital social  
worker’s kind job offer. 
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“I feel like somebody is there for me.  
That somebody cares.” 
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- Gloria Siciliano 
 
Ten years ago I decided to move to 
Panorama. One of the deciding  
factors was the presence of on-site 
social services. I had personal  
experience working with social  
services in another state to aid in 
care of my ailing mother and it was 
extremely frustrating and made my 
heart hurt. I know families of  
residents are very thankful for a 
place to go to get expert and reliable 
assistance in very difficult times. 
 
I personally used our social services 
department a couple of years ago 
following knee replacement surgery. 
They  seamlessly handled my  
transfer from the hospital to the 
C&R for rehab treatment.  
 
While recovering from one knee  
surgery, I hurt the other knee,  
making walking at times almost  
impossible.  After visiting a couple of 
specialty clinics for assistance and 
receiving no satisfaction from them, 
I turned to social services for  
assistance. They were able to  
facilitate my re-admission to the 
C&R. I am so grateful that I had a 
place to go for help. Thank you. 

 

 

PANORAMA at your 
fingertips 

Click here for Phyllis 

Freitas’ interview about 

the Benevolent Fund on 

Inside Panorama.  

“The three Social 
Service Advisors are a 
godsend. People don’t 
know the many roles 
they play.” 

- Peggy Jamerson 

https://youtu.be/iYgnVgt0mZc
https://youtu.be/iYgnVgt0mZc
https://youtu.be/iYgnVgt0mZc
https://youtu.be/iYgnVgt0mZc
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 Gifts: You can make a One-Time Gift or      
Recurring Monthly Gift billed as part of     
Panorama’s monthly invoice. 

 Recognition & Remembrance: You can make 
a donation in recognition of someone who 
embodies the spirit of Panorama or in honor 
of a deceased friend or loved one. 

 Bequests: There are also lots of ways to    
support the Fund with a gift in your will, 
which may also ease the tax burden on your 
estate. A bequest may provide for a specific 
dollar gift or a percentage of your estate to 
be given to the Benevolent Fund. There are 
other types of bequests as well. 

  
Required Minimum Distribution: Current IRS 
rules allow Required Minimum Distributions 
(RMDs) to flow directly from your IRA to the Be-
nevolent Fund tax free. Please refer to “Qualified 
Charitable Deductions” under Recent Articles in 
the Articles Tab on the Benevolent Fund website: 
panoramabenevolentfund.org.  
 
We encourage you to seek the advice of your 
attorney and tax advisor to determine the type 
of gift that may be best for you. 
 
And don’t forget the un-Patio Sale! 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q:  I would like to make a monthly donation to the Benevolent Fund. Can I add that to my monthly 
Panorama Statement?  Also, what do I have to do if I need to stop my monthly pledge? 
A:  Yes, your donation can be added to your Panorama monthly statement at any time by filling out 
the Benevolent Fund Monthly Pledge form. If at any time you would like to stop your pledge you can 
do so by calling the Benevolent Fund office x7556 or by emailing the Benevolent Fund Secretary at             
PBF-Secretary@Panorama.org. 

Q:  Are all donations tax deductible? 
A:  Yes, to the extent permitted by law. 

Q:  Can donations remain anonymous? 
A:  Yes.  

Q:  Will I receive a letter for tax purposes for my monthly pledge? 
A:  Yes, your thank you letter contains your tax information.  

Q:  I want to add the Benevolent Fund in my will, can you please give me the Tax ID number? 
A:  23-7191166  

The gift that is best for you — is the gift that is best for the Benevolent Fund 

https://panoramabenevolentfund.org


 

Mission Statement:  The Benevolent Fund, a not-for-profit organization operated for and by residents provides:  1) financial 

assistance and support to residents in need, 2) services and funding for quality-of-life projects for the benefit of all residents, 

and 3) help for a smooth transition through the phases of aging.  

President: Phyllis Freitas  Vice-President: Keith Grant  Secretary: Carol De Mers  Treasurers: Dave Bartruff & Don Whiting  

Members: Ian Christopher, Roxanne Cobb, Cynthia Daniels, Lu Hamacek, Richard Koeb, Pat LaViollette, Gail Madden, Burt 

Sarver  Appointees:  Kristine Bartruff, Jay Felzien, Georgia Vincent  Social Services:  Tiffany Martin, Corrine Wasmundt, Sara Was-

ser 

 

The Benevolent Fund is located in the Quinault Lower Level. Office hours are Mon.—Fri. 7-3:30 (360) 438-7556 or ext. 7556.  

Staff: Executive Assistant Connie Cameron.  Visit our website: panoramabenevolentfund.org or like us on  

Facebook: Patios at Panorama 

 

Charitable Programs:   

Smile Amazon:  Amazon will contribute a portion of each eligible sale to the Benevolent Fund once you select it as your chari-

ty of choice.  Simply go to smile.amazon.com. 

Fred Meyer Community Rewards:  Link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Benevolent Fund at Panorama  

Vehicle Donation:  Donate your cars, trucks, boats and RV’s to CARS and select the Panorama Benevolent Fund as your charity 

of choice.  Call CARS at 855-500-RIDE. 

 

Panorama Benevolent Fund 
1751 Circle Lane SE  
Lacey, WA 98503  

 

 

resident since 2013 

SARA to the Rescue! 

- Kathy Houston 
 
I met friends for dinner at the restaurant, followed by Bingo at the Quinault Auditorium. Then home for 
some television, puzzles on my iPad, and a snack prior to heading to bed for the night. Just my usual 
routine, feeling good and planning for the next day. I was healthy and had an active life. 
 
I woke up a couple of times during the night with a little nausea. No big deal. I rolled over and went back to 
sleep. With the nausea feeling a little worse, I got up around 6:30 am and headed to the bathroom. The next 
thing I knew I was on the bathroom floor, having evidently passed out. I was very weak and my head hurt 
from hitting the floor.  
 
After resting a bit, I realized that I would not be able to get up on my own. But I was lucky. My SARA 
pendant was hanging on the towel rack. I was able to reach it and summon help. Tim responded, called 911, 
got my Red Bag out of the refrigerator, and I was hauled off to the hospital.    
 
I returned home about five days later, along with the three stents that had been put in one of my arteries. A 
heart attack told me that I really hadn’t been as healthy as I thought. Since that experience about four years 
ago, I’ve made some changes in my diet and exercise. Plus, I always have my SARA pendant with me.  I was 
lucky once. I’m not going to count on luck to take care of me in the future! Thanks, Benevolent Fund...         

https://panoramabenevolentfund.org
https://www.facebook.com/patiospanorama/
https://smile.amazon.com

